
Fern’s Spring Migratory Bird Mystery - “Operation Feather Trail”

Alright, Little Oak Explorers, spring is here - and with it, a flurry of feathery arrivals from faraway lands! But something strange is 
going on… My weather charts have been pecked to pieces, someone’s been nibbling the blossom buds, and my collection of shiny 
spring pebbles has vanished! This can only mean one thing… the migratory birds are back, and one of them is behind it all!
I need your help to crack the case. These mystery birds have flown in from all over—some from Africa, others from the 
Mediterranean - and they’re hard to track. The birds you see below are just sketches based on sightings. Can you head outside with 
your grown-ups and figure out who they really are? Write their names under each picture as you spot them. That’ll help us solve the 
mystery before the bluebells bloom!



Now, gather your clues from the forest and follow the trail:

Clue 1:
“This bird doesn’t wear bright colours—cross off those with flashy feathers!”

Clue 2:
“Our mystery bird does sing—so any silent suspects can be ruled out!”

Clue 3:
“This bird prefers open skies and hedgerows, not deep woodland. Cross off the forest-lovers.”

Clue 4:
“It’s a long-distance traveller—so if your bird stays year-round, it’s not our suspect!”

Clue 5:
“The mystery bird is small and nimble, often spotted darting after insects mid-air.”

Clue 6 (Final Clue):
“It has a forked tail and can often be seen swooping low across fields and ponds.”

Final Reveal:
Crackling catkins! You did it, detectives! The mischievous culprit is… the Swallow! It flew all the way from Africa, made a mess of my charts, and 
snatched those shiny pebbles thinking they were beetles. Keep your eyes on the skies - this feathered flyer is fast!


